tat. 63.]        The remedy against tyranny.
* 95
n to Dr. Johnson.    Sir Adam expressed .some appivlu-n->n that the Pantheon would encourage luxury.    'Sir, isaiii hnson,) I am a great friend to publick amusements; fur ij keep people from vice.    You now, (addressing himsrli me,) would have been with a wench, had you not been re.—O ! I forgot you were married.' Sir Adam suggested, that luxury corrupts a people, and stroys the spirit of liberty.     JOHNSON. 'Sir, that is all ionary.    I would not give half a guinea to live under one •m of government rather than another.    It is of no nm-:nt to the happiness of an individual'.    Sir, tin: danger the abuse of power is nothing to a private man.    \Vh;it enchman is prevented from passing his life as he pleases,"' R ADAM. 'But, Sir, in the British constitution it is smvly importance to keep up a spirit in the people, so as to juv« •ve a balance against the crown.'    JOHNSON. 'Sir, 1 }><•(••• ive you are a vile Whig.    Why all this childish jYalmj -y the power of the crown?    The crown  has not   pmvrr ough.    When I say that all governments are alikr, I out, ler that in no government power can be abused loii|;.   Man id will not bear it.    If a sovereign oppresses his proplr t»» jreat degree, they will rise and cut off his head,    Thnv i*. •emedy in human nature against tyranny, that will krrp u«; 'e under every form of government9.   Had not the prnpir France thought themselves honoured as sharing in flu-lliant actions of Lewis XIV, they would not haver rmlum! n;  and we may say the same of the Kinjr of I'nisM.i'**
: in to be member of Parliament for Ayrshire in 1774, was thr gi'r.u-.ndson of a messenger. I was talking with grout iiuUxuutiiiit iluti : whole (? old) families of the county should li« defi-utrd by uit »}*-rt.' Bosiujclltana, p. 283.
See ante, ii. 68.
See ante, i. 491. Hume wrote of the judgment of ('harlri f (///./, Eng.vu. 148):—'If ever, on any occasion, it wen- luuduhU- i.> run-il truth from the populace, it must bu confrHHcd thut ttu- dm inm-resistance affords such an example; and thut all Kpi'c.uUuivr «t-4 icrs ought to observe with regard to this principle? the sum- «.m-us silence which the laws in every species of government haw rvrf ascribed to themselves.1
